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had been sub-lieutenant five years and a half, and had made .several campaigns. At Augereau's request the Emperor appointed me lieutenant. For a moment, however, I thought he was going to refuse me this promotion ; for, remembering that a Marbot had figured as Bernadotte's aide-de-camp in the Eennes conspiracy, he frowned when the marshal mentioned me to him, and said, looking steadily at me: c Is it
you who------?'    £ No, sir ; it is not I who------' answered I,
briskly. ' Oh! you're the good one, the Genoa and Marengo one—I make7ou lieutenant.' The Emperor also granted me a place in the military school at Eontainebleau for my young brother Felix, and from this day forward he never again mixed me up with my elder brother, who was always an object of his dislike, though he had done nothing to deserve it.
The troops of the 7th corps not being yet assembled in camp, there was little for Augereau to do at Brest. He obtained leave, therefore, to pass the rest of the summer and the autumn at his pretty estate of La Houssaye, near Tournau, in Brie. I rather think that the Emperor was better pleased to know that he was there than at the further end of Brittany at the head of a large army; but Napoleon's suspicion as to any lack of devotion on the part of Augereau had no foundation whatever, and arose from the underhand dealings
of a certain General S------.   This person was a major-general,
serving with the 7th corps. He had plenty of talent, and unbounded ambition, but such a bad reputation for honesty that no general officer would rub shoulders with him. Piqued at seeing himself thus cut by his comrades, and wishing to be revenged, he caused a letter to reach the Emperor in which he denounced all the generals of the 7th corps, the marshal among them, as conspirators against the Empire. I must do Napoleon the justice of saying that he did not employ any secret means of ascertaining the truth, contenting himself
with passing S------'s letter on to Augereau.    The marshal
believed himself able to assert that nothing serious was taking place in his army; still, as he knew that several generals and colonels talked sometimes without consideration, he resolved to put a stop to this state of things. Fearing, however, tor Napoleon was in the battery whence this shell was fired, the naval historian does not say.
